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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,  
URBAN DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE OF AUSTRALIA

Now in its 25th year, UDIA Victoria’s 
Awards for Excellence program continues 
to highlight quality and innovation across 
the urban development industry. In 2020, 
the Awards for Excellence program is more 
important than ever.  With the impacts 
of the coronavirus being felt across the 
economy and throughout the urban 
development industry, we are determined 
and committed to recognising excellence 
and best practise in our sector and putting 
the best Victorian projects on show.

The prestigious Awards for Excellence 
program recognises and celebrates our 
members and their best projects, offering 
the world a glimpse into the first-class 
developments happening here in Victoria.

We continue to evolve our awards 
program to ensure we are capturing 
the most innovative, best designed and 
most liveable developments across the 
state. In 2020, we have a new panel 
of expert Judges and a revived digital 
platform to make sure we deliver an 
excellent program despite social distancing 
requirements and COVID-19 related 
restrictions which may remain in place 
throughout the year.

UDIA Awards for Excellence winners are 
applauded for their quality projects and 
determination to deliver exceptional 
outcomes to benefit our state. Finalists and 
award winners receive significant publicity 
surrounding the awards, and long-term 
marketing value is delivered through 
exclusive use of our highly respected 
Victorian UDIA awards seal.

Our website, contains all of the information 
you will need to enter your project into this 
year’s Awards for Excellence program. The 
website contains information and advice 
about participating in the program and is 
your first step to being recognised as an 
industry front-runner by media, colleagues, 
peers, the public, and the rest of the urban 
development sector. 

2020 Victorian award winners will also 
have the opportunity to be nominated into 
the UDIA National Awards for Excellence 
program, which will be held in March 2021 
- a fantastic opportunity to shine on the 
national stage.

I encourage you to enter this year’s UDIA 
Victoria Awards for Excellence program 
and seize the opportunity to celebrate 
your achievements and be recognised for 
leadership, innovation and excellence in 
this very important year.

We look forward to celebrating with you, 
your team and the rest of the urban 
development industry at the end of 2020.

MESSAGE FROM 
THE CEO

Danni Hunter 

Chief Executive Officer
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, RPM

As a long-standing partner of the UDIA, it 
is our pleasure to join Danni and the team 
in bringing you the 2020 UDIA Awards for 
Excellence. We are proud to support this 
important program, highlighting the skill and 
talent of our local property industry. 

The unprecedented circumstances we 
are currently facing are challenging us 
all. However, it is during such times that 
innovation and collaboration come to 
the fore and the fellowship of the many 
individuals that drive our industry will 
shine brightly. This year’s awards present 
an important opportunity to celebrate the 
dedication, ingenuity, and excellence of our 
industry’s most talented professionals.

Current events have warranted a new 
approach to the judging process this year, 
with all entrants required to submit a virtual 
tour. An exciting change that will help 
showcase the achievements the awards 
program sets out to recognise. 

Also new to the 2020 program is two 
important award categories celebrating 
marketing and design excellence. 
Developers can nominate their projects 
for the NEW Marketing Excellence award, 
recognising an innovative and successful 
approach to marketing, and developers 
and/or architects can enter their projects 
in the NEW Design Excellence category, 
recognising outstanding residential design. 

At RPM, our area of expertise is sales within 
master-planned communities, medium 
density developments, greenfield and 
infill development sites and international 
investment sales. We advise our clients on 
all aspects of the sales process from site 
due diligence, acquisition, planning and risk 
mitigation through to product mix, pricing, 
launch, sales, settlement and property 
management.

Our business has been operating for over 
25 years, giving our team almost three 
decades of experience in varied market 
conditions. Our knowledge, dedication 
and the expertise of our team, has made 
us the industry’s most trusted residential 
development, sales, marketing and 
advisory partner.

Our team deeply values our relationships 
with you, our industry partners, which 
is why we are so proud to support the 
UDIA in bringing you this year’s awards 
program. We urge you to submit an entry 
and acknowledge the incredibly important 
work our industry continues to deliver.

Kevin Brown 

Chief Executive Officer

MESSAGE FROM 
PLATINUM PARTNER RPM
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WELCOME THE UDIA 2020  
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE PRORAM JUDGES

JENNIFER CUNICH
DIRECTOR VICTORIAN PLANNING AUTHORITY,  
DIRECTOR AUSTRALIAN HOUSING URBAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE,  
FORMER CEO AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS,  
FORMER VICTORIAN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PROPERTY COUNCIL  
OF AUSTRALIA

Jennifer is a property industry leader and high-profile figure in Melbourne’s 
business community. She has more than 25 years’ experience in both industry 
associations and professional organisations, 16 of these at the CEO level.

Jennifer is a trusted and well-known advisor to government, a policy 
heavyweight on all matters relating to planning and property. 

Having served on numerous Boards, Councils and Committees, Jennifer is 
highly experienced and extremely well-versed in matters of governance  
and reform. 

Jennifer is currently a serving Board Member of the Victorian Planning 
Authority, AHURI (Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute).She is 
also a committee member on the Monash University Estates Committee 
and chairs  the Mid-Rise Management Group of Woods Solutions.  Jennifer 
has previously served as a Board Member of Women’s Property Initiative, a 
Member of the Victorian Building Commission Advisory Council, the Victorian 
Building Commission Audit Committee, the Building Industry Consultative 
Council as well as on the Melbourne University Property Advisory Committee.

PETER SEAMER AM
FORMER CEO VICTORIAN PLANNING AUTHORITY,  
FORMER CEO FEDERATION SQUARE,  
FORMER CEO CITY OF SYDNEY AND CITY OF BENDIGO

With separate Master’s degrees in Engineering Science and Urban Planning, 
Peter’s career started in the planning of new towns in Australia and the 
UK. Much of his career was in Local Government as the CEO of four major 
Councils, including the City of Sydney.

Peter was the CEO of Federation Square during its construction and early 
operational phase and CEO of the Victorian Planning Authority for a decade 
from 2007 until 2017. He is an industry Fellow at RMIT and a judge for the 
Victorian UDIA Awards for Excellence Program.. 

He is currently undertaking a number of advisory roles with both Government 
and non-Government organisations. 

He has recently published: “Breaking Point: The Future of Australian Cities” which 
examines ways to manage growth and make our cities more efficient, liveable 
and equitable.  

Peter has been made a member of the Order of Australia for significant 
service to urban and regional planning and design, to public administration 
and to local Government. 
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CHRISTINE WYATT
FORMER DEPUTY SECRETARY PLANNING, DELWP,  
FORMER EXECUTIVE GHD, TOWN PLANNING,  
INFRASTRUCTURE SPECIALIST

Christine is an independent adviser with substantial private sector and 
government executive leadership and experience in urban strategy, 
infrastructure deliver and governance.  As former Deputy Secretary Planning 
at the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and 
Department of Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure Christine led the 
state’s Planning, Building and Heritage policy portfolio and regulatory systems.  

Before joining the public service, Christine was a senior executive in Planning 
and Environment Services with global consulting firms GHD and AECOM working 
with public and private organisations across Australia and internationally.  
She has served as an independent director on Places Victoria, Development 
Victoria and the Victorian Planning and Environmental Law Association.

BETTINA SHEERAN
PARTNER AT MADDOCKS, MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF  
ADVISORS AT PROPERTY INDUSTRY FOUNDATION, 
FORMER UDIA VICTORIA VICE PRESIDENT

Bettina is a partner in Maddocks Development team, and has more than 
20 years’ experience providing property advice throughout all stages of the 
project lifecycle, from asset acquisition through to income realisation. 

Bettina provides legal advice to a variety of public and private, listed and 
unlisted clients, including Stockland, Cedar Woods, Burbank and Metro Property 
Group. She is passionate and highly engaged with the property development 
industry, having previously contributed as a UDIA Board member for over 8 
years, and currently sits on the Board of the Property Industry Foundation.

BILL KUSZNIRCZUK
DEPUTY CHAIR VICTORIAN PLANNING AUTHORITY,  
FORMER CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF THE VICTORIAN 
BUILDING AUTHORITY, URBAN AND TOWN PLANNER

Bill Kusznirczuk is a leading Urban and Regional Planner in Australia. He has 
extensive experience and knowledge in all aspects of planning, building, 
property development and how cities, regional and rural areas should look 
in the future. He is the founder and Managing Director of Clement-Stone Town 
Planners. He was the Inaugural Chief Commissioner of the Victorian Building  
Authority and also sits on the board of the Victorian Planning Authority as 
Deputy Chair and Office of Projects Victoria.

He is a Certified Practicing Planner and Associate Fellow of the Australia Institute 
of Management. His valuable industry experience puts him at the forefront of 
advisors across Australia. He also provides his knowledge to the community, 
charities and on not for-profit Boards.

Bill is an Australia Day Ambassador to Victoria.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO  
THE 2019 AWARD WINNERS

Environmental Excellence Award
Aquarevo Lyndhurst by Villawood 
Properties and South East Water

Affordable Development Award
Lifestyle Bittern by Lifestyle Communities

Urban Renewal Award
Essendon Fields by Essendon Fields

Special Purpose Living Award
Lifestyle Bittern by Lifestyle Communities

Small Scale Development Award
Parkville by Oliver Hume

Residential Development Award  
Above 250 Lots
Delaray, Clyde North  
By Villawood Properties

Residential DevelopmentAward  
Below 250 Lots
Central Walk Drysdale 
By Urban Land Developments

Medium Density Development Award
Verse Townhouses by Burbank Urban

High Density Development Award 
(above 10 storeys)
Southbank Place Apartments 
By Central Equity

High Density Development Award 
(below 10 storeys)
Gem at Waterline Place by AVJennings

Diversity in Development IndustryAward
Western Water Diversity and Inclusion 
Leadership by Western Water

Great Place Award
Mandalay by Newland Developers

Consultants’ Excellence Award - 
Engineering
Aurora Melbourne Central by PDS Group

Consultants’ Excellence Award - Planning
VincentCare Victoria - Ozanam House 
By Tract

Judges’ Award - Metropolitan Melbourne
Essendon Fields by Essendon Fields

Judges’ Award - Metropolitan Melbourne
VincentCare Victoria - Ozanam House 
By Tract

Judges’ Award - Regional Victoria
Central Walk Drysdale 
By Urban Land Developments

UDIA Victoria and Frasers Property 
Women in Leadership Award
Hilary Marshall, Ratio Consultants

UDIA Victoria Outlook and Simonds
Young Professional of the Year Award 
Paul Abel, Villawood Properties

2020 UDIA AWARDS  
FOR EXCELLENCE  
PLATINUM PARTNER
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ABOUT THE AWARDS

2020 AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE CATEGORIES:

Masterplanned Development

Residential Development (below 
250 lots and above 250 lots) 

High Density Development (below 
10 storey’s and above 10 storey’s) 

Medium Density Development

Small Scale Development

Urban Renewal 

Environmental Excellence

Affordable Development

Special Purpose Development  
(including Seniors Living) 

Great Place Award

Consultants’ Excellence Award

Leaders in Diversity

Design Excellence (NEW)

Marketing Excellence (NEW)

Judges’ Award

Individual Awards

UDIA Jinding Women in  
Leadership Award

UDIA Simonds Young Professional  
of the Year Award

Now in their 25th year, the UDIA Victoria Awards for Excellence continue to 
highlight quality and innovation across the urban development industry.  

Specialised categories acknowledge the best in urban development across the 
State and the winners go on to compete on the national stage in March each 
year at the UDIA Annual National Congress Awards Ceremony.

Stand out commitment to excellence is awarded in the areas of marketing, 
environment, water sensitive design, affordability, urban renewal, urban design, high 
and medium density development, residential and masterplanned development.

The program culminates in an Annual Awards Ceremony scheduled this year 
for 4 December at the Crown Palladium Ballroom from 12:00pm to 3:00pm or 
potentially in a virtual format depending on social distancing measures.

The gala event celebrates the achievements of the entrants and award 
recipients and is the end of year celebration for the UDIA and its members.  
The lunch attracts a large and influential audience of over 1100 property 
development professionals.
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STEPS TO ENTER

KEY DATES

2020 Awards open for entry Monday 1st June

Final award submissions due: Friday 14th August

Final Submissions for Women in Leadership  
and Simonds Young Industry Professional Awards Friday 14th August

Shortlisted Entries Announced and  
Awards Ceremony Open for Registrations Thursday 3rd September

Award Entry Judging Period: September 2020  

Awards for Excellence Virtual Ceremony: December 2020 - February 2021

1.  Visit the UDIA website and read through the information booklet to find out all 
about the 2020 categories, criteria and FAQ’s.

3.  Complete your award submission online at udiavic.awardsplatform.com/ by 
Friday 14th August, 2020. 

4.  Our independent judging panel will review all submissions and announce finalists 
in August, conducting final judging in September 2020. 

5.  Winners will be announced at the UDIA Awards for Excellence Virtual Ceremony in 
December 2020 - February 2021. 

2020 UDIA AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE  
CATEGORY SPONSORS
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AWARD CATEGORIES

There are 15 award categories as listed below. Descriptions of the award categories are to 
guide entrants in determining which category/categories their project is eligible for. 

PRIMARY CATEGORIES

1. MASTERPLANNED DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Projects must have a coherent design with a relevant range of facilities within the 
development. While the development will generally be predominantly residential, 
employment uses including commercial or industrial will be an advantage as will civic, 
recreational, entertainment uses or any combination thereof. The development must 
be developed to stage where tangible benefits of a master planned approach can be 
demonstrated. 

The project must be large enough to sufficiently demonstrate that a sense of community 
has been created within the site. For example: Project design has facilitated a sense of 
community within the project area, even acting as a place attracting people outside of the 
project area to form part of the community. 
 

2. RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD

This award recognises low-density residential development, primarily land subdivision. 
Projects may comprise single storey, double storey detached, semi-detached and/or small-
lot housing with private open space. Projects would not include a comprehensive range 
of facilities within the development but should have established a satisfactory relationship 
and integration with facilities nearby.

There are two awards in this category, the size of the project or stage within the project will 
dictate which of the following subcategories the project may enter.

• Residential development of more than 250 lots 

• Residential development of 250 lots or fewer.
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3. MEDIUM DENSITY DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Projects entered in this category must be a minimum density of 20 dwellings per hectare 
and a minimum of three storeys up to a maximum height of five storeys. Projects must be 
predominantly residential including small lot housing, villas, town houses, terrace homes, row 
housing, and apartment buildings and may incorporate commercial / retail components. 
 

4. HIGH DENSITY DEVELOPMENT AWARD

This award recognises high-density development. Projects will predominately include 
apartment buildings with a minimum density of 30 dwellings per hectare, with a minimum 
of five storeys (including low rise, mid-rise and high rise). The project must be predominantly 
residential, which may incorporate some commercial and/or retail components. 

There are two awards in this category, the height of the building(s) will dictate which of the 
following subcategories the project may enter:

Building(s) with a height of 10 storeys or less 

Building(s) with a height greater than 10 storeys. 
 

5. SMALL SCALE DEVELOPMENT AWARD

This award recognises small-scale infill developments that integrate into existing 
neighbourhoods. They should have a minimum of 3 dwellings and a maximum of 20 
dwellings. Entries may in include town-houses and terrace homes.

Projects entered in this category must have a maximum height of three storeys. They must 
be predominantly residential (i.e. small lot housing, villas, town houses, terrace homes, row 
housing, apartment buildings); and may incorporate commercial / retail components. 
 

6. URBAN RENEWAL AWARD 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY NBN

This award recognises projects that demonstrate revitalisation and 
appropriate use of land and/or buildings in established suburbs or  
inner-city areas. There is no restriction on the type of uses or the inclusion  
of new elements provided they are integrated with the existing built elements. Projects 
entered in the category must either retain some existing built elements on a site and/or 
demonstrate how the development has integrated within the existing built environment.  
 

 
AWARD CATEGORIES
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7. ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE AWARD

This award recognises developments that demonstrate how 
environmental challenges have been overcome, and where research, 
innovation and design or construction techniques have enabled 
a significant and outstanding response to a need for conservation and environmental 
improvement. Entries into this category must be projects that have undergone or are in the 
process of receiving UDIA EnviroDevelopment certification. See www.udiavic.com.au/UDIA-
ED for more information.  
 

8. AFFORDABLE DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Projects entered into this category must demonstrate initial 
affordability of the product, as well as the incorporating ‘whole of  
life’ sustainable elements that provide for long term affordability: 
ongoing running costs; marketability; and sustainability to respond to changing housing 
needs. The project should incorporate design elements that make a positive contribution to 
housing affordability whether for owners or rental. Demonstrating inclusiveness, the extent to 
which the project accommodates an appropriate mix of households and seeks to provide 
all residents with the opportunities to participate actively in community life. 

This category is open to entries of any type or residential development including 
subdivision, medium, and high-density projects. Entries are encouraged from both the 
private and public sector and may include developments that provide social or rental 
housing, or those pitched at the first home buyer market.  
 

9. SPECIAL PURPOSE LIVING AWARD 
(INCLUDING SENIORS’ LIVING) 

This may involve one or two winning entries. While one will be for seniors living (see next 
page) the other will recognise excellence in those projects targeted at a specific niche 
market such as seniors’ living, student accommodation or tourist-based developments.  
The number of dwellings, lots or other elements is not prescribed but the project must 
display high standards in all relevant aspects of the purpose for which it is intended.

 
AWARD CATEGORIES
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SUB CATEGORY - SENIORS’ LIVING AWARD

The National Awards category under Special Purpose Living is specific to Seniors’ Living. 
Projects entered in this category must provide attention to the needs of residents who have 
retired or are approaching retirement age, and present high standard of overall design, 
create a sense of place, and have regard for an energy and water efficient lifestyle and 
may provide aged care. Nominations are not exclusive to residential purposes and may 
include aged care.  
 

10. GREAT PLACE (VICTORIA) AWARD

The Great Place Award recognises best practice in interdisciplinary 
design, development or renewal, and activation, of people centred 
places. This Award extends beyond the built form, to celebrate the integration of the natural 
and built environment and to foster greater human interaction. 

Entries for this category could include places with a focus on the public realm - civic/
community buildings and surrounding spaces, open space, local streets and civic 
boulevards, town centres, and place-making ranging from the delivery of major 
infrastructure through to intimate scale projects. 

Entries can be submitted by a developer, community group, Local Government or State 
Government, delivery agencies, authorities and consultants or a coalition of these entities.

 
Categories 1 – 10 are open only to entries from UDIA Developer Members. The following 
additional categories are also available for Consultants to enter themselves without 
developer involvement.

 
AWARD CATEGORIES
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11. LEADERS IN DIVERSITY AWARD

The UDIA Leaders in Diversity Award seeks to acknowledge, 
encourage and most importantly, promote diversity in 
development among UDIA members. UDIA encourages its member companies to enter the 
award in their relevant State from both the public and private sectors:

The aim of the Award is to: 

• Identify who are leaders in our sector with regards to diversity in the  
development industry

• Recognise the positive influence that diversity in development has within 
organisations and/or the development industry

• Focus on the companies’ role and quality of diversity and involvement in various 
projects, rather than the size, value or importance of the project itself.

Entrant companies will be required to:

• Outline the policies your company has in place to promote diversity in the workplace

• Provide examples of how these diversity policies have improved company 
performance

• Provide a diversity profile of the company breaking down employees by the Board, 
senior management, middle management and other levels.

Nominees should be able to demonstrate diversity in the development industry within their 
organisation or within the development industry as a whole, and should provide examples 
in which they have incorporated diversity in development into their workplace, the industry 
or in relation to a specific project/issue.

This award requires a written submission which will be judged based on the responses to 
the below items.

Following this our Judges will determine if a site visit is relevant or required to the workplace 
and/or if an interview and presentation component can take place elsewhere.

The interview and presentation will allow entrants the opportunity to further showcase their 
organisational diversity policies and initiatives and allow the judges to ask more specific 
questions around their success and effects.

 
AWARD CATEGORIES
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Submissions will be required to provide commentary around the below key areas:

• A detailed overview of the project (physical or otherwise) that your consultancy was 
involved in, what role you played and how you showcased excellence. Outline the 
policies your company has in place to promote diversity in the workplace

• Outline the main challenges your team overcame

• Outline the main points of innovation and/or difference exhibited by your consultancy

• Showcase how your consultancy has demonstrated best practice that benefits the 
development industry

12. CONSULTANTS’ EXCELLENCE AWARD 

This award is designed to recognise a specialist consultant who demonstrates the 
application of an innovative and problem-solving practices and initiatives to a 
development challenge on a specific project. This award will recognise stand out 
consultants who support the development industry.

To enter this category, you must be a consultant, and more than one award may be 
awarded for consultants in different sub-categories. 

Sub-categories for this award which will be judged as groups and can include various 
consultancies such as:

• Architecture

• Builder

• Engineering

• Planning

• Technology and Innovation

This category has no specified criteria. 

 

 
AWARD CATEGORIES
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AWARD CATEGORIES

13. MARKETING EXCELLENCE AWARD (NEW)

This award recognise a developer who demonstrates an innovative and successful 
marketing approach as well as substantial delivery of the marketing strategy of the project.

Entries are judged on their branding, understanding of the target market, use of available 
budget and resources, market acceptance as evidenced by sales, and the achievement of 
the original marketing objectives.

The winner of certain UDIA Awards may be eligible for nomination into the UDIA National 
Awards. If nominated, you will be required to complete the UDIA National Awards criteria 
documentation. There is a fee of $1,150 ex GST associated with the entry to the UDIA 
National Awards, which is payable by the entrant.

Judging will include an assessment of your written submission worth 30% and a site 
inspection by the judging panel worth 70%. The decision of the independent judging panel 
is final and will not be subject to challenge by any entrant.

To enter this category, you must be a developer and the below key criteria should be 
considered when preparing your submission (listed in the order of import ance). 

Implementation of marketing strategy
How well has the initial marketing strategy been implemented and adjusted where 
necessary?

/20

Demonstrated connection to the brand
How well does the marketing of this project demonstrate a link back the company’s 
overall brand positioning?

/20

Proof of target market acceptance
How has the target market received the project? 
Has the project engaged with its target audience in new and/or innovative ways?

/15

Innovation
What innovative and/or creative marketing tactics were utilised?

/15

Understanding of market channels
In what way has the marketing campaign leveraged channels appropriate to its 
target audience and was this approach ultimately successful.

/10

Marketing process
What is your marketing process for leads and does it encompass any unique 
approaches or innovations?

/10

Monitoring and evaluation of campaign success
How were the campaign outcomes monitored, evaluated, and ultimately reported?

/10

/100
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AWARD CATEGORIES

14. DESIGN EXCELLENCE AWARD (NEW)

This award recognise a developer / architect for excellence in design (predominantly 
residential) and must be submitted as designs only.

Co-entrants are permitted (i.e. developer and architect), however both must be members 
of UDIA Victoria.

The winner of this category is not eligible for nomination into the UDIA National Awards  
for Excellence.

Judging will include an assessment of your written submission worth 30% and a presentation 
by the judging panel worth 70%. The below key criteria should be considered when 
preparing your submission, and have been listed in order of importance. The decision of the 
independent judging panel is final and will not be subject to challenge by any entrant.

Key category assessment criteria: 

Architecture
The design of the building demonstrates design excellence and architectural  
merit, responds to the characteristics of the site, and positively and thoughtfully 
engages with the local area and street scape?

/40

Innovation
What non-standard features have significantly enhanced the project?

/15

Typologies and planning
How does the design challenge traditional building typologies and  
planning regulations?

/20

Community creation and integration
How does the design engage and integrate with the surrounding neighbours  
and community?

/15

Sustainability
To what extent have sustainability initiatives been incorporated into the project 
beyond regulatory requirements?

/10

/100
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15. JUDGES’ AWARD
This award recognises an entrant’s project for its overall outstanding achievement and 
contribution to the industry. To be eligible for this award you must have entered categories 
1 -10. Please note the winner of this award does not need to have won one of the 
categories. 

This category has no specified criteria. 
 
Commendations

Please note that at the judge’s discretion commendations may be made for projects of 
excellence but which have not been category winners. 

16. UDIA JINDING WOMEN IN 
LEADERSHIP AWARD 

The UDIA is proud to introduce the fourth year of the UDIA Jinding 
Women in Leadership Award.  This individual award acknowledges and promotes the 
positive contribution of women to the Victorian property industry.

Eligibility

To be eligible, nominees must be from organisations that are currently members of the 
UDIA in Victoria, if you are unsure as to the current membership status of your organisation, 
please contact the UDIA on 03 9832 9600.

Nominees must also have a minimum of 10 years’ experience in the development industry 
or an associated industry

Individuals must be based in Victoria and be available for an interview in Melbourne in 
October 2020.

Self-nomination and third party nominations will be accepted.

Judging Criteria

Your online submission must address the following criteria:

• Your qualifications

• Current position

• Career overview detailing professional achievements

 
 
AWARD CATEGORIES
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AWARD CATEGORIES

• Your contribution to the industry

• Your personal interests and activities

• Self-development and personal goals over the next 5 years

• Provide examples of your leadership qualities and indicate how you have 
demonstrated these qualities throughout your career.

• Describe how you act as a role model to other professionals.

• Detail the positive contributions and influence that you have made to your 
organisation/the development industry, above and beyond your job role

• Reasons why you should be chosen as the 2020 UDIA Jinding Women in Leadership 
Award recipient

• Two references supporting your submission – 1 x professional and 1 x personal  
(to be uploaded at the end of your submission)

17. UDIA SIMONDS YOUNG 
PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR AWARD 

The UDIA (Victoria) is now calling for nominations for the 2020 
Simonds Young Professional of Year Award. This award recognises the achievements of 
young property professionals who have made a positive contribution to the Victorian 
property development industry.

The award winner will be the ambassador for Outlook in 2021 and act as a link between 
young property development professionals, the UDIA and the industry at large.

Eligibility

To be eligible, nominees must be from organisations that are currently members of the 
UDIA in Victoria, if you are unsure as to the current membership status of your organisation, 
please contact the UDIA on 03 9832 9600.

Nominees must also have a minimum of 10 years’ experience in the development industry 
or an associated industry

Individuals must be based in Victoria and be available for an interview in Melbourne in 
October 2020.

Self-nomination and third party nominations will be accepted.
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AWARD CATEGORIES

Judging Criteria

Your online submission must address the following criteria:

• Your qualifications

• Current position

• Career overview detailing professional achievements

• Your contribution to the industry

• Your personal interests and activities

• Self-development and personal goals over the next 5 years

• Demonstration of how your work/involvement in the urban development industry has 
benefited an organisation, community and/or industry.

• Reasons why you should be chosen as the 2020 Simonds Young Professional of the 
Year

• Two written references supporting your submission – 1 x professional and 1 x 
personal (to be uploaded at the end of your submission)



|  2020 UDIA Awards For Excellence   |  Information Booklet20

 
 
JUDGING CATEGORIES

The Judging Criteria is to be used as a guide when compiling your submission. The table 
below lists criteria that must be addressed for each category including weighting out of 100.
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CRITERIA EXPLANATIONS

1. URBAN FORM 

Urban Form is the catchall for the planning/design process and its outcomes. It includes the 
design response to the site and the vision of the developer. This can include reference to 
innovations in the street pattern, layout and circulation; design responses to topographical 
or unique features of the site; lot design and orientation; location of facilities; built form 
objectives; public open space and landscaping. Judges will be looking for commentary on 
the following: 

• Planning

• Overall Design

• Streetscape and circulation

2. BUILDINGS

This section is for the Judges to assess the quality of the buildings. Judges will be looking for 
information on the following:

• Architectural Merit

• Community Facilities

3. COMMUNITY CREATION AND INTEGRATION

This section recognises the important role of the development in community creation and 
integration. This criterion may be addressed under some or all the headings below or other 
headings that are relevant to the project. Mandatory components must be included

• Meaningful Community Involvement 
(mandatory for Masterplanned 
Development)

• Community Planning, Development 
and Capacity Building (mandatory 
for Masterplanned Development)

• Affordable Housing

• Landscaping

• Built form

• Contextual relationships

• Execution, Finishes and Inclusions

• Equity and Diversity

• Safety and Security

• Cultural Heritage

• Provision/Access to Relevant 
Infrastructure
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JUDGING CATEGORIES

4.ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY, INTEGRATED 
WATER MANAGEMENT, AND ENGINEERING 
CONSIDERATIONS

This section recognises the role of the developer in managing and encouraging 
environmental sustainability. This may be addressed under some or all the headings below 
or other headings that are relevant to the project. 

• Soil and Water Management

• Transport, Access and Connectivity

• Neutral Environment, Landscape, Native Species and Vegetation

• Energy Efficiency/Reduction of Greenhouse Emissions

• Cultural Heritage

• Micro Climate

• Visual Environment

• Materials and Inclusions

• Reduction in Waste and Waste to Landfill

• Integrated Water Cycle Management

• Any aspect of engineering for the project and includes key engineering objectives for 
the site, significant site constraints and how these matters were addressed through 
engineering design, water management including storm water, wastewater, drainage, 
surface and ground water solutions and key innovations and solutions.

5. HERITAGE CONSIDERATIONS

This may cover any aspect of the development from the planning to the built form. Any 
aspect of the Environmental Sustainability section outlined on the following page may be 
used as well as the environmental performance of the building. Heritage considerations will 
vary significantly between developments and may not be relevant in some cases.

6. INNOVATION AND UNIQUE FEATURES

The Judges are looking for what makes your project “special” and or what was done that 
hasn’t or has been rarely tried before. This is the opportunity to really highlight why your 
project stands out from the rest. 
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7. ACCESS TO EMPLOYMENT

Projects must demonstrate how they have improved access to employment either through 
the creation of permanent places of employment; adaptability of homes for home 
businesses; or by designing the layout of the development in a way that utilises the site’s 
proximity to existing employment or public transport.

8. PROBLEM SOLVING, CONSULTATION, 
NEGOTIATION, ISSUES RESOLUTION

This criterion provides an opportunity for you to summarise the problems that the 
development team experienced throughout the development process and how these 
were overcome. There are many examples such as the site may have had problems 
relating to contamination or acid sulphate soils, rare or endangered species, wetlands, 
access to facilities or services, location within a low socioeconomic demographic. 
The emphasis is on how these problems were resolved with a focus on community 
consultation, working with key stakeholders such as other land holders in the area, Local, 
State or Federal Government. 

9. AFFORDABILITY

This award recognises excellence in the delivery of affordable housing that is appropriate 
for the needs of a range of very low to moderate income households and priced so that 
these households are able to meet basic living costs.

 As a rule of thumb, housing is usually considered affordable if it costs less than 30% of 
gross household income. Entrants should demonstrate initial affordability of the product 
and incorporate ‘whole of life’ sustainable elements that provide for ongoing affordability. 
Entries for projects funded under the National Rental Affordability Scheme, new generation 
boarding house developments, and other affordable housing products from private 
developers and not-for-profit organisations are encouraged to enter.
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JUDGING CATEGORIES

10. LANDSCAPING

Consideration will be given to the contribution that landscaping makes to the project. The 
Judges will consider the nature and type of landscaping as well as the integration of native 
vegetation, preservation/protection of existing habitats, and the incorporation of new and 
innovative landscaping ideas.

11. STATE & LOCAL PLANNING OBJECTIVES

Consideration will be given to the extent to which projects have considered local  
planning policies and objectives and either met them or demonstrated an acceptable 
alternative approach.

12. EXECUTION, FINISHES & INCLUSIONS

here the project includes the built product, consideration will be given to the quality, layout 
and design of external and internal finishes, fixtures and fittings.

13. REGENERATION HISTORY

Provide insight into the unique history of the subject site and or its surrounding area. 
Describe the ways that the development has integrated with the existing built environment 
and/or retained elements of its history.

14. HEALTHY DESIGN

This section recognises the role of the built environment in the health of the community. 
Applicants should address how they have responded to each of the Healthy Design 
Considerations of:

• walking & cycling routes - to provide an accessible integrated network of walking 
and cycling routes for safe and convenient travel to local destinations and points  
of interest

• streets - to design legible street networks that provide direct, safe and convenient 
pedestrian and cycle access. To position pedestrian crossings along streets and 
roads with heavy traffic volumes
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• Local destinations - to provide local destinations to support lively, walkable and 
rideable neighbourhoods

• open space - to provide a range of public open spaces within walking distance from 
dwellings. To clearly define walking and cycling routes that pass through open spaces 
and incorporate these routes into the broader walking and cycling network

• public transport - to establish and promote clear and direct walking and cycling 
routes to public transport stops and appealing and convenient facilities for users

• supporting infrastructure – to provide seating, signage, lighting and consideration 
for low walls and transparent fencing

• fostering community spirit - to develop built environment and community 
participation strategies that foster active communities and a sense of  
community spirit

15. HOUSING DIVERSITY

The project includes a variety of different housing products that encourages a diversity of 
households within the project site or its surrounds. This includes both household sizes and/or 
household socio-economics (Age, Income, etc.).

16. MARKETING AND FINANCIAL STRUCTURE/
PERFORMANCE / ACCEPTANCE

This section should include the approach taken to market the project including any 
marketing themes developed for the project along with initiatives implemented through 
the marketing campaign. The Judges will be looking for clear insight into the commercial 
success of the project including market acceptance. All information for the Judges remains 
strictly confidential. You may consider including completion within budget, percentage 
return achieved by the development company and the influence of the project’s success 
on other projects being undertaken by the development company. 
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DO I HAVE TO BE A MEMBER 
OF UDIA VICTORIA TO ENTER 
A PROJECT IN THE AWARDS?

Yes, your organisation must be a current 
member of the Urban Development 
Institute of Australia (Victoria) to be eligible 
to enter the awards. Non-members are 
still welcome to submit an Intent to enter, 
however, they must have converted to a 
member before the submission date of 
the 31 July 2020.  Please note that your 
company must hold a developer level of 
membership to enter categories 1 to 10.

For more formation, or if you are unsure if 
your organisation is a member or the type 
of membership you hold, please email 
accounts@udiavic.com.au or contact UDIA 
Victoria on 03 9832 9600. 

DOES MY PROJECT NEED TO 
BE COMPLETED?

Projects must be substantially developed. 
Substantially developed is defined as 
projects that have substantially developed 
built form within a completed component 
or stage of the project  AT THE TIME OF 
JUDGING (October 2020).  

CAN I ENTER THE SAME 
PROJECT IN MORE THAN  
ONE CATEGORY?

Yes. A submission and relevant payment 
can be submitted for each category you 
enter. Through the online platform, you will 
be able to replicate your company/project 
details from one category to the next 
making multiple category entries simple 
and quick.

Please note that your company must hold 
a developer level of membership to enter 
categories 1 to 10. 

MY PROJECT WON A 
CATEGORY LAST YEAR CAN  
I ENTER AGAIN THIS YEAR?

Yes, however, you will need to enter a 
different category. 

MY PROJECT WAS ENTERED 
LAST YEAR AND  
DIDN’T WIN CAN I ENTER 
AGAIN THIS YEAR?

Yes, if you submitted a project in a previous 
year and did not win, you can re-enter the 
same project.

ARE THERE ANY 
RESTRICTIONS REGARDING 
WHERE PROJECTS ARE 
LOCATED?

Projects can be located anywhere in 
Victoria. 

 
FAQS
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FAQS

I AM A CONSULTANT; CAN I 
ENTER A PROJECT?

Yes, you can enter and win in categories 
11 or 12.   All other categories are open to 
developers only.  If you are entering on 
behalf of a developer for categories 1 to 
10 you must have the written consent of 
the developer. This written consent must be 
submitted with the online submission. The 
developer of the project must also hold a 
UDIA Developer level membership.  Please 
note that in the event that your submission 
wins in categories 1 to 10 the Award will 
be presented to the developer of the 
project and all related marketing and 
communications material will exclusively 
acknowledge the developer as the winner 
of the Award. 

WHO JUDGES THE 
AWARDS?

All judges are experienced, trusted and 
respected urban development industry 
professionals.  The decision of the judging 
panel is final and will not be subject to 
challenge by entrants. 

HOW DO I PRESENT MY 
ENTRY?

Awards submissions are to be completed 
through our online entry portal.  You won’t 
need to submit any hardcopy documents.  
The website will prompt you to provide 
written responses (including word limits) 
to each of the criteria relevant to your 
chosen category, and to upload relevant 
images and documents.  This will assist all 
entrants to address the criteria correctly 
and present clear and concise information.  
All entrants must upload a virtual video site 
tour due to social distancing measures. 

HOW WILL MY ENTRY BE 
JUDGED?

Entries will be judged in two stages.  In 
stage one, the judging panel will review 
all online submissions.  Judges reserve 
the right to disqualify an entry if it does 
not meet the criteria, or move an entry 
to another category if appropriate, and 
will advise the entrant if this action is 
deemed necessary.  In stage two, judges 
will conduct a virtual or physical site visit 
of the project or an interview (marketing 
entries).  Please note that judges must be 
provided with a virtual tour of at least one 
dwelling at residential development sites, 
otherwise the entry will be disqualified.  In-
person tours by judges may be requested 
dependent on social distancing measures.
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FAQS

HOW IS THE CRITERIA 
ADDRESSED?

Judging will be based on information 
provided by the entrant in the submission 
and a virtual or onsite inspection by the 
Judging Panel.

The most critical component is how the 
criteria are addressed. Written statements 
should be concise, clearly set out in response 
to the entry requirements and judging criteria. 
Entries are submitted through the online Portal 
which opens on 1 June 2020, and include 
the following:

Project Details – This section includes 
details of the site, land use information, 
the development schedule and important 
contact details.

Consultant Team – A list of the top 10 
consultants that contributed to the project. The 
project architect must be included in this list.

An Executive Summary which highlights the 
unique features and innovation within the 
project will include:

• The development start and completion 
dates.

• The number of homes/units or floor 
metre space for commercial/residential 
buildings.

• The sale price points for the 
development (anticipated or actual).

• The main points of innovation/
difference in the development.

• The main development challenges 
overcome (or how it is intended to be 
overcome).

• The signs of market success/interest (if 
marketing has begun).

 IS IT HARD TO ENTER?

There are four simple entry steps to 
follow to successfully complete your 
2020 Awards for Excellence submission 
via our easy to use online platform:

• Identify your chosen award 
category(s);

• Look at the criteria matrix for a 
summary of the selection/judging 
criteria for that category which 
will be available on 1 June 2020; 
and

• Head to the Awards online 
platform and submit your intent 
to enter (the site will open for 
submissions on 1 June 2020).

HOW MUCH DOES IT  
COST TO ENTER?

UDIA VIC Members (Member Only 
Program) 
$1,110 EX GST 
 
Individual Awards 
FREE
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SUBMISSIONS FEES

 
VISIT WWW.UDIAVIC.COM.AU/AWARDS

AND START YOUR 2020 UDIA AWARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE JOURNEY TODAY

Standard First Entry –
First entry received

$1110

Standard – 
Each subsequent entry

$995

Individual Awards - 
Women in Leadership Awards and 
Simonds Young Professional of  
the Year Award

Free Entry
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Visit www.udiavic.com.au/awards  
for all information and to begin your entry today

Ph: (03) 9832 9600  Email: events@udiavic.com.au 
Level 4, 437 St Kilda Road, Melbourne VIC 3004


