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Introduction 

01
The urban forest concept

02
Complex topic and many 
stakeholders and design 
disciplines

03
Can we do better?



Examples of Melbourne’s great streets 



Examples of Melbourne’s not so great streets 











Current issues in new 
subdivisions 

01  Permeability of Developed Area

02  Lot Frontages and Access

03  Soil Volume – heavily constrained by 
service alignments and plan offsets

04  Soil Quality – degraded soils and 
compacted fill

05  Pavement design and detailing

06  Irrigation and ongoing maintenance 



Around 60% of our roads
Permeability based on front loaded access

Lot Frontage 
(m)

Perm. (%) Soil Volume 
(m3)

14.0 23.4 15.9 – 0.6 deep

12.5 22.3 13.5

10.5 15.8 10.3

8.5 11.8 7.2

The 16 metre road reserve



….and don’t forget the subbase 
extends 600mm beyond BOK

.... What constraints?



Alternative for street of less than 30 lots
Lot Front (m) Perm. (%) Change (%) Soil Volume 

(m3)

14.0 35 12 23

12.5 39 17 23 

10.5-8.5 NA NA NA

The 16 metre road reserve





REIMAGINE
STREETS

HIGHER 
PERMEABILITY

WATER NEEDS
AND DETAILS

.... What's next?

MORE TREESWITH
DENSE CANOPY

MORE SOIL QUANTITY 
AND BETTER QUALITY
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Are we leaving a legacy 
for our future 
community?


